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DRAFT — May 3, 1968 


Draft Statement by the President 

I was informed at 1:00 a. m. this morning that Hanoi was prepared 

to begin official conversations with us on May 10th or several days thereafter 
in Paris. 

As you know, we have sought a place for these conversations in 
which both sides and their allies could be present in dignity and where they 
would receive equal and fair treatment. 

As a result of exchanges with our allies, we have concluded that 
Paris is such a place. 
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X, therefore, have informed Hanoi that our representatives will 
be prepared to meet with their in Paris on May 10, if that is agreeable -- 
or on Monday, May 13th, if they prefer. 

The message from Hanoi indicates that they wish to determine with 
us -- to use their phrase -- "the unconditional cessation of bombing and 
all Ocher American acts of war against the DRV. n This is a matter we 

» 

are prepared to discuss in the light of my statement of May 31 that: "even 

this very limited bombing of the North could come to an end --if our 
restraint is matched by restraint in Hanoi. " 

Their message also indicates they wish to proceed to "conversations 
on the problems of interest to the two sides. " As I indicated in my statement 
at San Antonio on September 29, 1967, we look forward to "productive 


discussioris. " 
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It would be inappropriate at this time to discuss in detail our 
objectives in these negotiations except to repeat that we seek an 
honorable and stable peace in Southeast Asia, including the right of self- 
determination of the pepole of South Vietnam. 

As we enter this hopeful new phase, every American should, 
however, be conscious of these hard facts: 

The rate of infiltration from the North into South Vietnam in 
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March and April has been higher than ever before; 

The proportion of North Vietnamese in main and local force 
units in-South Vietnam has risen to about 70% of the total; 

All our intelligence indicates that the other side intends to 
mount offensive operations during the talks against the cities of South 
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Vietnam. 

These hard facts must be faced. I have complete confidence in 

the armed forces of Vietnam, the U. S. forces, and our common allies. 

* 

There will be no Dien Bien Phil during these negotiations. 

While we are prepared to fight while these talks proceed, my hope 
i s that we shall move as rapidly as possible from fighting to peace; from 
hostility to reconciliation; from destruction to common efforts in the 
economic and social development of Vietnam and all of Southeast Asia. 
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